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XXIX. An Attempt to interpres the Legend
and Infcription of a very curious Pheenician
Medal, never hitherto explained. In a
Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl of
Morton, Prefident of the Royal Society,
from the Rev. John Swinton, B. D.
F. R. §. Member of the Academy degli
Apatifti ez Florence, and of the Etrufcan
Academy of Cortona iz Tufcany.

My Lord,
Read May 21, APT. Swinton fome time fince put
177+ . Q4 into my hands a very curious filver

coin, taken, as he informed me, out of your Lord-
thip’s valuable cabinet. He at the fame time alfo im-
parted to me-your Lordfhip’scommands, relative to that
coin. In obedience to which, I now do myfelf the
honour to fend you the following interpretation of the
legend and infcription it exhibits. This, as I cannot
help believing it true, or at leaft not very remote
from truth, may poffibly, I would flatter myfelf, prove
not altogether unfatisfattory or unacceptable to your
Lordthip. I

On one fide (fee T'aB. XII.) the medal prefents to
our view Jupiter fitting in a chair, with his eagle before
him, a bunch of grapes in his right hand, and a fort of
lance, or rather {taff, as itthould feem, in hisleft. Behind
him the legend 1M Sy3, BAAL TARZ, OrBAAL TARS,
formed of Pheenician letters, may be difcerned é
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and the clement B, inverted, is vifible under the
chait. On the-other fide we difcover a lion feizing
upon, or rather tearing, a {tag; over and under
which the two Pheesician words rmp 3D, Mizzz-
RAG MOTH, Of MUTH, in their proper charalers,
unlefs I am greatly miftaken, feem clearly to appear.
The workmanfhip of all the figures, but particu-
larly of the lion and the ftag, is finifhed in a high
manner, and exquifitely fine. ‘

Several (1) fimilar medals have been publithed by
Lord Pembroke, M, Morell, and M. Pellerin. Amongft
thefe we find four in Lord Pembroke’s noble cabinet,
emitted from the fame mint, and done in the fame
tafte, with that I am here confidering, three of
(2) which exhibit a lion tearing a bul. Not one
of the legends, orinfcriptions, with which they are
adorned, has been hitherto explained. A proper
and accurate draught of the medal before me
never yet, as I apprehend, been given us, by any
antiquary, or author whatfoever, and therefore the
piece itfelf may pafs for an inedited coin.

11

That the legend of this medal is formed of the
letters Beth, Ain, Lamed, Thau, Refch; and Zain,
from which refult the words BAAL TARZ, or BAAL
TARs, will, I flatter myfelf, not be denied by the
learned. The firft charadter ftrongly refembles the

(1) Numifm. Antigu. &¢. & Thom. Pembr. et Mont, Gomer.
‘Com. Collec?, P. 2. T.8%. Morel. Specim. Univerf. Rei Num-
mar. Antigu. &c, P, 245. Tab. xxvi. Lipfie, 1695. Peller. Re-
cueil de Medailles de Peuples et de Villes, e, %om. Trois. P1,
CXXII. A Paris, 1763. .

(2) Numifm. Antiqu. 3 Thom. Pembr. et Mont, Gomer.
Com, Collecz, ubi fup.

Mm 2 Betb
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Beth of the (3) Palmyrenes, which had moft cer~
tainly the fame origin with the Pheenician Besh,
Nor can it be taken here for any other element.
Befides, the common Phcenician form of that letter
and the character in queftion are (4) promifcuoufly
ufed on this fpecies of coins. The fecond element is
Azn, as appears from other (5) authentic monu-
ments. ‘The third is Lamed, though not fo well
preferved here as on fome other fimilar (6) coins. The
fourth, at firft fight, will be pronounced Thau, by
every one at all verfed in this branch of literature.
That the fifth is Refch, we may fairly prefume; as
the fimilar letter Daleth appears (7) open at the
top, like this, on a medal of Sidon, publifhed by
M. Pellerin, and as fuch a figure of Refch aCually
prefents itfelf to our view on the reverfes of two of
my Tyrian (8) coins. Nor does the correfpondent
charatter on another of thefe Pheenician medals, a
draught of which has been given (9) us by M.
Morell, recede much from the common Phenician
form of Refch, which on thefe pieces likewile fome-
times occurs. ‘The fixth is Zasm, as has been
(10) rendered elfewhere {ufficiently evident. What
the inverted B, under the chair, was intended to
denote, unlefs we may confider it as the initial letter

(3\ Philof. Tranfait. Vol. XLVIIL p. 693, 740.

(4) Peller. ubi fup. Pl. CXXII. p. 164,

(s) Philsf. Tranf. Vol. LHIL p. 282. & Vol. LIV. Tab.
xxw. Peller. Recueil de Medail. de Peup. et de Vil. &¢c. Tom.
Trois. p. 164. Pl. CXXII, A Paris, 1763.

(6) Id. ibid. '

(7) Peller. ubi fup. Tom. Sec. Pl. LXXXIL N. 21. p. 226.

(8) See Tab. XII. N. 2, 3

(9) Morel. ubi fup. Peller. Tom. Trois. Pl CXXIL
(10) Philif. Tranf. Vol. XLVIIL p. 715 & Vol LIIL

p..283. of
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of thefirft word BAAL, it may perhaps be not fo eafy
to decide.

From the two Phcenician proper names BAAL
TARZ, Of BAAL TARS, it feems highly probable,
that the medal was ftruck at Tarfus, the capital of
Cilicia, feated in a country abounding with wild
beafts, (11) particularly lions and ftags, and famous
for the birth of the great apoftle St. Paul. For
BAAL TARZ, Or BAAL TARS,'is equivalent to
JuriTer TaRsensis, JuriTeR oF TARsus, or
THE LORD OF TARrsus. So we find this Pagan di-
vinity denominated (12) on coins ZEYC KACIOC,
JuriTer Casius, ZETC KANITQAIEYC ANTI-
‘OXEQN, JUPITER CAPITOLINUS ANTIOCHEN-
$1UM, ZETC CTPATHIOC AMACTPIANQN, Juri-
TER IMPERATOR AMASTRIANORUM, &c. And,
upon (13} a coin of the emperor Hadrian, we read
AIOC TAPCEQN METPOIIOAEQC, Jovis TAR-
SENSIUM METROPOLEOS, or Jovis TARSENSIS, OF
JuriTER oF TARSsUS, the very appellation given this
pretended deity by the medal now in view. Nay, he is
there exhibited with his eagle, and fitting in a chair,
as he appears upon the Pheenician coin Tam endea-
vouring to explain. "The notion here advanced is
alfo ftrongly fupported by two pieces of the emperar
Gordian, publifhed by Dr. Vaillant. One of thefe
on the reverfe prefents to our wiew Bacchus, with a

(11) Alian, de Animal. Lib. V. c..lvi. Boch, Chan. Lib. I.
€. V. p. 376, 377. Francof, ad Mcen. 1681.

(12) Joan. Vaill. Numifm. Imp. Auguft. & Cafar.d Pop, Rom.
Dit, Grace boguent, &c, pafl., In like manner the great deity, of
Berytus went under the appellation of BAAL BERITH, according
to Bochart. Boch. ubi fup. p. 8359

(13) Joan, Vaill. ubi fup. p. 36 Amfteledami, 1700.
bunck
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“bunch of grapes (14)in his right hand, as Jupiter ap-
pears on the medal before me, attended by the in-
fcription TAPCOYT METPOMOAEQC, &c. TAaRrst
METROPOLEOS, &c. and the other is adorned with the
fame infcription, and a lion tearing a (15) bull, the
very fymbol that occurs on three of Lord Pem-
broke’s (16) coins, fo perfectly fimilar to that which
is the obje¢t of my attention here.

In farther eviGtion of the point I am contending
for, I muft beg leave to remark, that two pieces
of Tarfus with Jupiter Tarfenfis on the reverfe, in
the very fame attitude, and, in other refpeéts, refem-
bling the figure of the fame deity on the medal now
confidered, have been lately (17) publithed by M.
Pellerin.

From the coin of Gordian (18) adorned with
Bacchus on the reverfe, holding a bunch of grapes
in his right hand, we may infer, notonly that Bac-
chus was worfhiped at Tarfus, but likewife that
wine was made in the diftri® appertaining to that
city. ‘This will eafily and naturally account for the
grapes held by Jupiter, or Baal, in his right hand,
on the piece Tam attempting to illuftrate here.

It muft be farther remarked, that fuch medals as
this, as well as many others, are dug up in the
neighbourhood (19) of Kepfe, the Seleucia Pieria of
theantients, which ftood at no very great diftance from

(14) Joan. Vaill, ubi fup. p. 157.

(15) Id. Ibid.

(16) Numifin. Antiqu. &c, 2 Thom. Pembr. et Mont. Gomer.
Com. Collet. p. 2. T. 87.

(17) Peller. ubi fup. Tom. Sec. Pl. LXXIV. p. 175177+
A Paris, 1763.

(18) Joan. Vaill. ubi fup. p. 157.

(19) Pococke’s Defeript. of the Eaft, Vol. 1L p. 186.

: I mount
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mount Amanus and the borders of Cilicia. This,
in conjunétion with what has been already offered in
fupport of my prefent opinion, will amount to the
ftrongeft prefumption, if not an irrefragable proof,
that the piece in queftion was ftruck at Tarfus. The
late Mr. Arthur Pullinger fhewed me two fimilar
coins, found near the place juft mentioned, which
he purchafed at Aleppo, and brought with him to
England out of the Eaft.

That the Pheenician name TARrRz fhould have
anfwered tothe Greek TAPZO3X, and the Latin
TARsus, can be o matter of furprize to any perfon
at all verfed in origntal literature. For ’tis too well
known to ftand in need of a proof, that OZXisa pure
Greek termination, and vs a Latin one, fuperadded
tothe Pheenician word. And that the Greeks (20)
not infrequently converted Za:in into Sigma, as the
Latins did into S,.is a moft obvious truth. Many
inftances of fuch converfions, in oriental names
adopted by thofe nations, might, with the utmoft fa~
cility, be produced.

IIIL.

With regard to the charalters on the reverfe, their
powers feem fufficiently deducible from other monu-
ments heretofore explained. The firft and fifth will
undoubtedly be taken for Mem. The fecond points
plainly at Zagin. The third will be looked upon
either as Daleth, Capb, or Refch; though, if the
fenfe be duly attended to, I think we muft pro-

(20) Boch. Chan. Lib. 1. c. xxvii p. 559. c. vi. p. 390. &
alib. Francof, ad Mcen. 1681. The Arabs, after the conqueft
of Syria, adopted the Greek, or Latin, name; which is evi-
dently not fo antient as the Pheenician 1), TARZ, or TaRs.

nounce
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nounce it Refch. ‘The fourth will be allowed to re-
prefent Ghimel, as that element appears in fome of
the (21) Palmyrene infcriptions, and particularly
that found {22) at Teive., The fixth, as I appre-
hend, muft pafs for Thau. Now the words formed
of thefe letters, ™ MY, MIZZERAG MOTH, OC
MISSERAG MVTH, may be rendered AB 1MPLEC-
TENDO (COLLIGANDO, CONNECTENDO, &c)
MORs, or rather A CONNECTIONE {COLLIGA-
TIONE, IMPLEXV, CONGREsSV, &c.) MORS,
FROM THE CONNECTION (SEIZURE, ATTACK,
&c.) comes pEaTH. In Hebrew the fecond letter
of the firft word here is S7#, in Chaldee Szmech, and in
Arabic Ze. That in all thefe languages, however,
the term is nearly the fame, and has nearly the fame
fignification annexed to'it, we learn (23) from fome
of the beft lexicographers.

Nor can any thing be more confonant to the na-
ture of the fymbol on the reverfe than the fenfe here
affigned the infcription. They may both perhaps
be fuppofed to have alluded to the Indian manner of
hunting ftags with lions, mentioned by Alian (24),
which might formerly likewife have prevailed in
Cilicia; or to the production of thofe (25) animals,
which were anciently fo numerous in that country s
or laftly to fome remarkable event, that not impro-

{21) Philofoph. Tranfact. Vol. XLVIIL. p. 693, 740.

(22) See Jal. L‘VI.fTab. L Fig. 1. p. sp 9% 7

(23) Val. Schind. Johan. Buxtorf. F. Lex., Chald. Talm. &
Rabbin. Leonh. Reckenb. & Jo. Chrift. Clod. Lex, Hebr. Seleci.
Liplize, 1744.

(24) Alian. de Animal, Lib. XVII. c. xxvi. p. ggo0. Co-
lonize Allobrogum, 1616.

(25) ZElian. de dnimal. Lib. V. c, lvi. Boch. Chan. Lib.
L c.v. p. 376, 377, Francofurti ad Mcenum, 1681.

3 bably
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bably happened about the time the medal was
ftruck. ‘

1V,

The laft remark naturally leads me to the age of
the coin I am endeavouring to explain, to which
perhaps a pretty near approach may be made. 1
formerly publifhed a fimilar (26) medal, that, unlefs
I am greatly deceived, firft appeared in fome part
of the Parthian territories. It prefented to our view
on one fide Jupiter Tarfenfis, as he is exhibited by
the piece before me, and two words perfeétly agree~
ing with thofe attending him on this piece, being
formed of the very fame Pheenician characters. On
the other we perceived a human figure fitting in a
chair,with anarrowin both its- hands,before which ftood
a bow, a weapon not feldom occurring on the reverfes
of the Parthian coins (27). Hence it thould feem,

(26) Philofoph. Tranfact. Vol. L1. Tab. xvii. p, 683.

‘The Parthian kings fometimes wore a fort of long breeches,
reaching down to their ancles, fimilar to whatis exhibited by the
coin here referred to, as we learn fromthereverfe ofa Parthian medal
now in .my pofleflion, a draught of which may be feen in (a)
Tab. XII. N, 1. This will ferve flill farther to evince the trurh
of the point here contended for.

That the coin by me formerly publifhed ought to be ranked
.among thofe ftruck in the Parthian territories, will be rendered
ftill more probable by certain human figures that occur amongft
the ruins of Perfepolis ; which are (&) adorned with a fort of
cap, not a little fimilar to that on the head of the prince
prefented to our view by this coin. The bow and arrew
likewife on it, (¢) vifible alfo on a very curious Daric, will con-
firm wbat has been here advanced, in fupport of my prefent
opinion,

(a) Pbilof. Tranfas?, Vol. LVIL TabXII, N. 1. p.266.

() Engel. Kempfer. dimanitat, Exotit. &6 p. 311, Lemgovie, 1712,
(¢) Hyde Hif}, Relig. Veter, Perfar, &¢. p. 113. Oxon, 1760,

Vor. LVII, N n that
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that thefe pieces were ftruck at Tarfus, when the
Parthians (28) were mafters of Cilicia. Now I
cannot learn from hiftory, that they were ever
pofiefled of that province before the year of the
Julian Period 4673, which preceded about
forty one years the birth of CurisT, when (29) it
was reduced by Labienus; nor after the following
year, when they were overthrown, and expelled the
Roman territories (30), by Ventidius.  Perhaps

(28) That the piece before me is of Parthian original, feems
likewife farther to appear from a complex figure reprefenting a lion
tearing (a) abull, theverytypeonthe reverfes of feveral coins, men~
tioned in the beginning of this paper, and agreeing in almoft all re-
fpe&ts with this piece, to be met with in the ruins of (2) Perfepo-
Jis. For that part of thofe ruins, at leaft, are Parthian remains
of antiquity, 1 have (4) formerly obferved. But fhould any one
confider them as Perfian - monuments, and even as prior to the
reign of Alexander the Great, yet flill the point I would in fome
meafure fupport by them will thereby be rendered probable, if
not inconteftable. For the Perfians and the Parthians may be
looked upon, with fufficient propriety, as one and the fame na-
tion; the fame habits, the fame cuftoms and manners, and the
fame religion, feeming antiently to have prevailed amongft them.

Whenever therefore we find a lion tearing 2. bull, or a ftag,
on any Greek medals, we may conclude it not improbable, that
the prince or people to whom they belonged adopted a type of
Parthian, or Perfian, extraltion.

(¢) Gefner affigns the coin I am confidering a place amongft
thofe of the Syrian kings, but knows not what to make of it. He
only ebferves, that Morell takes it to be a Parthian medal, and
that others entertain a different opinion ; not attempting, in any
part of his book, to oblige the learned world with an explication
of it, .

(29) Dio, Lib. xlviii. L. Flor. Lib, IV. c. ix. Plutarch. in Anton.
Appian. Alexandrin. in Syriac. & Parthic. & de Bell. Givil. Lib. v.

-(30) Die, ubi fup. Appian. in Parthic. Liv, Epit. Lib. cxxvii.
L. Flor. Lib. IV. c. ix. Plutarch. in Anton.

(a) Eng. Kempf. Amanitat. Exotic. p. 339. Lemgoviz, 17122
() Pbilof. Tranfat. Vol. XLIX, P. 1. p. 598, 599, 600,
(<) Gefn, Tab, Reg. Syrs IX, N. 2. Tigurs, 1738,

therefore
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therefore we may be permitted to {uppofe our medal
to have been emitted from the mint at Tarfus in one
of thofe years. If this fhould be admitied by the
learned, and I can fee nothing unreafonable in fuch a
fuppofition, we may naturally enough account both
for the fymbol and the infcription. For the Par-
thians at this time had the Romans in fuch contempt,
by reafon of their former victories over them, that a
body of their forces advancing to the relief (31)
of Labienus, then incamped on Mount Taurus, at
no very great diftance from them, engaged a Roman
army, before their jun&ion with that general. Be-
ing therefore overthrown in this battle by Ventidius,
(32) who commanded the Romans, and moft of
them cut in pieces, they received the reward juftly
due to their temerity and prefamption. This cer-
tainly gives us reafon to believe, that the {ymbol and
infeription I am now upon pointed at the viGtories
gained by the Parthians over the Romans, about the
time above mentioned ; and that they were intended
to perpetuate the memory of thofe viGories, to the
remoteft periods of time.

In farther fupport of what has been here ad-
vanced, it may not be improper toobferve, that a
fimilar (33) medal publithed by M. Pellerin feems
to me to 3be undoubtedly Parthian. On one fide we
difcover Hercules, with a-club in his right hand, and
a lion’s fkin in his left, as he appears on a coin of
Tarfus (34), together with a bow, a fymbol not

(31) Dio, ubi fup, ‘
(32) ldem ibid.
(33) Peller. ubi fup. Tom. Troif. Pl. CXXII, 1r.
{34) Joan. Vaill, ubi fup. p. 157.
Nna feldom



[ 276 ]
feldom vifible on the Parthian coins. The reverfe
agrees with that of the piece I am confidering, in
every particular but the infcription; from which,
tho’ Pheenician, that of the medal before me is in~
tirely different.  That on M. Pellerin’s piece, howe-
ver, is formed of fix letters; the three firft of
which are apparently Mem, Lamed, Caph, which
conftitute the word 57, mrrrc, king. The
fourth greatly refembles the Chaldee 7ax, and not a.
little one of the forms of the fame element (3 5) ufed
By the Palmyrenes. The fifth muft be taken, as T
apprehend, for Refch, being very like the figure of
that letter on the medal engaging my attention here.
The fixth may pafs for a form of Daleth, that has
fuffered from the injuries of time. Admit. this, and
I fee not the leaft impropriety in fuch a conceffion,
and the word may be read orop ; which, ftripped of
the Greek termination, is not only a Parthian proper
name, butthe very name of the prince who fat upon
the throne when (36) the Parthians were poflefled
of Cilicia, and their forces overthrown by Ventidius.
Had it not been for the fuppreffion of the latter Vau,
this word. would have been intirely the fame with
voROD, or orRoD, exhibited by three Palmyrene
(37) inferiptions, and written TOPOAHZE, VORODES,
or ORODES, in the correfpondent Greek ones. And
with regard to the {uppreffion of Vaw, this was by

(35) Philsfaph. Tranfact. Vol. XLVIIL p. 693. & Tab. XXX,
Num. 3.

(36)3Appian. Alexandrin. & Dio, ubi fup.

(37) Philofoph. Tranfact. Vol, XLVIIL p. 694, 695.

ne
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no means uncommon amongft the Pheenicians, as I
have clfewhere (38) inconteftably proved.

If the interpretation of this fhort infcription now
laid down fhould meet with the approbation of the
learned, it would bring no fmall acceffion of ftrength
to the notion here advanced. It would alfo evince,
in conjunétion with what has been offered, beyond
the poffibility of a doubt, that infcriptions of very
different kinds have been handed down to us by this
fpecies of coins.

That medals fhould have been emitted from the
mint at Tarfus with Pheenician letters upon them,
to thofe verfed in this branch of literature can be
no matter of furprize. It has been proved, that
fuch pieces as that now in view were (39) ftruck
by the Pheenicians, fome of whom were undoubtedly
fettled at Tarfus, and confequently ought to be
deemed Pheenician, not Punic, coins.

As the medal itfelf, according to the gentleman who
purchafed itin the Eaft, feemsto have been found either
in the neighbourhood of Hems, formerly denominated
Emefa (40), or fomewhere near Efbele, or Gibele,
the Byblus (41) of the antients, and confequently at
no very great diftance from the borders of Cilicia;
my explication of it may poffibly, 1 would flatter
myfelf, prove not altogether unfatisfaCtory to the
learned. ,

To what has been here advanced fome may per-
haps object, that we can ditcover little of the Par-

{38) Philofoph. Tranfaét. Vol. LIV, p. 419.

(39) Peller. ubi fup: Tom. Troil. p. 162, 163.

(40) Poc. Obfervat. on Syria, p. 98,

(41) Id. ibid..

thian
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thian tafte or genius in the coins ¥ have been en-
deavouring to throw fome light upon. They may
tell us that fuch pieces feem much more to refem-
ble the medals of Syria and Pheenicia than the Par-
thian coins. To which I would only beg leave to
reply, that I confider them rather as pieces ftruck
at Tarfus by a Greek or Pheenician artift, in fome
part of the fmall fpace of time that the Parthians
were mafters of Cilicia, than as proper Parthian
coins. This appears to me, I own, extremely pro-
bable; but that it was an abfolute fa&, I muft not
take upon me to affirm,

Thus have I endeavoured to render it probable,
from a furprizing concurrence of circumitances,
and a wonderful coincidence of falts, that your
Lordfhip’s Pheenician coin was ftruck at Tarfus,
the capital of Cilicia, when the Parthians were
mafters of that country, about forty years before
the birth of CirisT. Whether or no the credi-
bility of fuch a notion has been here fully evinced,
your Lordfhip, whofe profound erudition, as well
as fingular humanity, is fo well known to the
whole learned world, with your ufual candour and
impartiality, will decide. Be this, however, as it
will, I fhall offer no other apology for any miftakes
or omiffions that may be difcovered in this paper, than
that I have been obliged to tread unbeaten paths
through the whole cour%e of it; an explication of the
medal in queftion having,as I2pprehend, been hitherto
unattempted by any confiderable writer. I'might have
expatiated more largely upon the prefent fubje&, but
am afraid your Lordfhip will think me already too

prolix,
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prolix. I fhall therefore at this time only beg leave
to add, that by honouring me with your future com-
mands, to which the greateft and moft ready atten-
tion fhall ever be paid, you will confer the higheft
obligation upon,.

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s very faithful,

and moft obedient humble Servant,

Chrift-Church, Oxon. .
April 25, 1767 John Swinton,

ERRATUM, in Philofoph. Tranfadd. Vol. LIV, Page * 139.
note, 1, 2. for Y read YW, or Schin, Tzade,.

XXX. Re-



